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Abestrac
Otherworldly Experience in Abramovi¢'s Works Based on the Theory of Grotesque by Kuryluk

The grotesque pertains to a world beyond this one, consistently encompassing moral,‘politicalgreligious, and cultural
concepts, and presenting them through strange forms and dissonant combinations. Inydoing. soy it ‘challenges the
conventional world. The grotesque, which for centuries has existed unconventionally, onsthe \margins of Western
culture and the aesthetic principles that shape it, confronts a condition that is incompatible With other matters. The
grotesque has always accompanied humanity, and from the earliest moments in the history of humankind, it has
been an experience intertwined with fear and confusion when confronting*hidden mystesies. Abramovié, the world’s
most famous female performance artist, pushes her body beyond theglimits ofifear, pain, exhaustion, and danger in a
profound search for new experiences. Over the past forty years, Abramovi¢ has used her body as a tool to test
physical and emotional limits, with the body alwayssserving asiboth thesmedium and subject of her art. This study
aims to explore "Experiencing an Alternate Reality in Abramovi¢’s Wiorks Based on Kuryluk’s Grotesque Theory"
and seeks to answer the question: How can the experience of an alternate }éality in Abramovi¢’s works be analyzed
according to Kuryluk’s grotesque theory? To this end, five of Abramevic's works performed between 1973 and 2010
have been purposefully selected. This study is descriptive-analytieal, conducted with a qualitative approach, and
employs library and archival sources for data collection. The findings reveal that in her performance "Rhythm 10,"
Abramovi¢ transitions the audience from, everydaysmorms to an)experience of profound fear and anxiety. By
employing grotesque elements such as knives used\iniservice of malevolent forces, she confronts an alternate reality
where individuals challenge their own couragesthrough deliberate exposure to harm and distress. In "Rhythm 0,"
Abramovi¢ aims to showcase profound terror, turmoil, and the more horrifying, frightening, and even savage
elements of human nature. Te,achieveithis, she Uilizes the grotesque inherent in the contrast and contradiction of the
objects used, eliciting contradictory teactions from the audience. In "Rhythm 0," the fallen redemption,
disintegration, and alienation are ‘manifested through the grotesque. In "Heads of the Dragon," she uses snake’s
grotesque creatures imbued with maléVelent force as'part of this exploration. Kuryluk views the contrast between
the feminine and the masculine_world as a grotesque issue. In her performance "Balkan Baroque," Abramovié¢
depicts a worldWhere natural and physical elements are disintegrated, with parts of them re-emerging in a horrifying
and fearsome manner. The artist seeks to portray profound terror, chaos, and elements of horror, fear, and even
savagery of human experiencestusing grotesque elements such as a bull's skeleton, blood, and the contrast with
musical tones. This approach confronts humanity with the horrors of a post-war world. In " Holding the Skeleton,"
by depicting the concept of'death an inherently grotesque notion Abramovi¢ evokes a sense of dread and unease in
the audience, presentingithem with an alternate world where the contrast and contradiction between the repugnant
skeleton and the\iiving boedy, which also embodies feminine beauty, acquire new meaning.

Kywords: Eva Kuryluk, Grotesque, Marina Abramovi¢, Performance Art
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