19 Journal of Fine Arts: Visual Arts

Research Article

Volume 31, No. 2, Summer 2026

Identification of Motifs and Inscriptions on
the Stone Mihrabs of the Baqgdadi Mosque in Shiraz

Abstract

The Baqdadi Mosque, situated in the Sar-e-Duzak neighbor-
hood of Shiraz, is a structure that underwent significant trans-
formations during the Qajar era. Its stone mihrabs represent
exceptional examples of Al-Muzaffar and Timurid artistry.
Studying these elements can provide a deeper understanding
of the historical and artistic value of this mosque, yet they have
so far remained largely overlooked. There is no specific study
that, in addition to reading the inscriptions and describing
them, analyzes their relationship to the historical and artistic
context. Two important challenges exist regarding the identi-
fication of the Baqdadi Mosque; the first challenge is related to
its age, and the second pertains to its name. The aim of this re-
search is to identify the themes, artistic aspects, and decorative
motifs of its mihrabs and inscriptions. The research method
is interpretive-historical, and the necessary documentation, in
addition to historical sources, is based on field surveys using
short-range photogrammetry. Initially, the mihrab and its in-
scriptions were documented using a Canon EOS700D camera
and Agisoft Metashape Professional version 1.8.5 software to
prepare 3D models and ortho-images. Then, detailed draw-
ings of each of the inscriptions and their motifs were made,
which were used for reading the inscriptions and analyz-
ing the motifs. Subsequently, historical data and the text of
the inscriptions, along with the analysis of the motifs, were
synthesized to provide a picture of what they were and their
relationship to each other and to the mosque. The main re-
search questions are (1) What is the geometric structure and
aesthetics governing the stone mihrabs? (2) What are the types
of motifs found in them? And (3) How do the themes and con-
tent of each inscription relate to each other? The content of
the inscriptions in all cases indicates that they all belong to
a religious building. Thus, there is a kind of connection be-
tween the content of all three stone inscriptions of the mihrab
or each other. The use of verses from Surahs al-Isra, al-Nar,
and al-Tawbah in these inscriptions is consistent with the usu-
al practice in other examples of mosques; what is distinctive
and interesting is the use of prophetic hadiths as inscriptions,
which indicates a kind of local taste in Shiraz during the time
of the Ilkhans (Al-Muzaffar). In addition, the findings indi-
cate that in the three stone mihrabs of the mosque (1366-67,
1437-38, and 1897), naturalistic floral motifs, leafy arabesques,
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Khatayl motifs, and medallions are dominant, and geometric
motifs are not used. The stylized cypress motif in a vase, seen
in the middle stone, is a unique example from the late Timurid
period. The use of hadiths alongside Quranic verses creates a
significant distinction from other examples. The dominance
of Thuluth script over Kufic, the lack of integration and bal-
ance between inscriptions and motifs, and the replacement of
Ilkhanid chandeliers with vase motifs reflect some of the local
tastes of the Fars governors. This research has also revealed
part of local taste for parallel dynasties in the history of Iranian
artin Shiraz. Further studies can address other stylistic-artistic
distinctions.
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