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Harim and Haram in the Text and Miniatures of the White Dome
in Nezami’s Haft Paykar During the Timurid Period

Abstract

The viewer is invited into an imaginative vision of divine
presence. In Iran, painting has traditionally been closely as-
sociated with Persian literature and its illustrative function,
wherein text and image form a complementary unity. Among
literary works, Nezami’s Haft Paykar has frequently inspired
painters due to its narrative richness, allegorical depth, and
lyrical themes. The story recounts Bahram’s journey through
the seven pavilions, each dome corresponding to a distinct
stage of inner refinement and symbolizing the mystical path
in Iranian spirituality. In the poem, Bahram Gur’s spiritual
progression culminates on Friday, a day imbued with cultural,
cosmological, and religious significance in Iranian thought.
His entry into the sacred garden, preceded by numerous trials,
foregrounds the concepts of sanctum (harim) and sanctuary
(haram) as central motifs for understanding the relationship
between divine presence and human existence. Bahram’s
passage through the seven domes evokes the seven valleys or
stations of the mystical journey toward union. At one point, he
gazes at the shrine from outside a wooden gate, symbolizing
distance, self-restraint, and reverence. After finally entering
the garden, he seeks solitude with his beloved and repeat-
edly confronts threefold trials until the following day, when
the possibility of a pure and lawful union—fully aligned with
religious and ethical norms—is realized. At this climactic
moment, the painter symbolically depicts a heart within the
enclosed garden, skillfully presenting the Chaharbagh not
merely as a physical setting but as a sacred and spiritual space.
This study examines Timurid miniatures that visually articu-
late the concepts of sanctum and sanctuary through diverse
narrative, symbolic, and conceptual expressions. The research
is qualitative and fundamental in nature, employing a descrip-
tive-analytical methodology. Data were collected through ex-
tensive library research and purposive sampling of accessible
Timurid miniatures, particularly those depicting the White
Dome. The central research question is how were the inter-
twined concepts of sanctum and sanctuary represented in
Nezami’s Haft Paykar and in the Friday Dome miniatures of
the Timurid period. The findings indicate that in the White
Dome miniatures of the Timurid era, the sevenfold concept is
articulated as a progression from diverse colors toward white-
ness—a symbolic transition representing purity, illumination,

Received: 06 Mar 2025
Received in revised form: 11 Jul 2025
Accepted: 02 Sep 2025

Alireza Sheikhi' iD (Corresponding Author)

Associate Professor, Department of Handicrafts, Faculty of Ap-
plied Arts, Iran University of Art, Iran, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: a.sheikhi@art.ac.ir

Amir Hossein Abbasi Shokatabad?iD

PhD Student of Comparative-Analytical History of Islamic Art,
Department of Islamic Art, Faculty of Art, Shahed University,

Tehran, Iran. E-mail: amirhossein.abbasi@shahed.ac.ir

https://doi.org/10.22059/jfava.2025.391400.667433

and ultimate union. The number seven itself holds compre-
hensive and multilayered significance in Iranian-Islamic cul-
ture, encompassing domains such as love, climates, planets,
colors, and days of the week. Narrative illustration during this
period was executed with remarkable boldness and innova-
tion. Timurid painters represented the sanctum and sanctuary
with deliberation and precision, reflecting the chaste ideals of
Iranian cultural and spiritual thought. The interplay between
text and image suggests profound unity and artistic maturi-
ty, while spatial representation was often rendered in reverse
order, producing a visual paradox that deepened symbolic
interpretation. Furthermore, elements such as open garden
gates, closed palace windows, inscriptions invoking divine as-
sistance—such as Muftah al-Abwab meaning Opener of the
Gates)—and symbols of purity, freedom, and transcendence
generated a dynamic and interactive space between worldly
and spiritual realms. These components converge to connect
the pictorial setting to a higher sacred sphere, situating the
viewer within a contemplative vision of divine presence.
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