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Abstract

The grotesque emerges when incompatible elements paradoxically coexist, generating a dissonant space that reflects
a distorted reality. This fusion of incongruous elements reveals two contrasting perspectives: the terrifying view of
Kaiser and the liberating interpretation of Bakhtin. Geoffrey Galt Harpham, by analyzing this dichotomy, explores the
role of culture and myth in the formation of the grotesque while emphasizing its capacity to unite disparate
components. This process, through its rupture of established structures, enables a new understanding of identity and
transformation, marked by the phenomenon of co-presence—the simultaneous existence of contradictory elements.
Harpham's foundations focus on the grotesque as a source of new insight and a revelation of hidden reality. He places
great emphasis on the revelatory and inspirational nature of the grotesque, believing that not only do grotesque
elements possess equal depth and significance in their expressed meanings, but that a work of art potentially contains
insights that can revitalize and liberate us.
N\

Persian painting, particularly during the Safavid era, encompasses complex themes and concepts, many of which
remain systematically unexamined.” Among these are the mixed painting compositions, where a dominant central
figure is surrounded or partially filled with subsidiary elements—ranging from animals and human’s lovers,
wandering dervishes Galandars, anddmythical beings such as demons and angels. The origins of such works generally
traceback to the6th century and belong to various schools of Safavid painting, including those of Mashhad, Qazvin,
Isfahan,\Tabriz, and\Bukhara. One of the most renowned examples of this style is the miniature The Man with the
Falcon. Employing\a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach and relying on library research, this study seeks to
answer the folR)wing questions: How is the grotesque manifested in The Man with the Falcon? and How can
Harpham’s theory of the grotesque explain the phenomenon of co-presence in this artwork?

Findings indicate that depictions of severed heads alongside romantic or homoerotic scenes, combined with various
animals and mythical creatures such as demons or catfish, construct a unique and chaotic world. Within this world,
incongruous elements coexist without logical connection, producing a disorienting space filled with bewilderment that
compels the viewer toward a deeper engagement with existential complexities. The artwork employs unstable and
unconventional forms, placing the observer in a state of shock and confusion. Here, the grotesque—as both an artistic
and literary concept—portrays a discordant reality where opposing forces such as beauty and ugliness, life and death,
and norm and anomaly intermingle, forming a paradoxical structure. By merging mythological motifs with
contemporary reality, this world presents a distinct and often unsettling perception of existence.
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Demons, severed heads, hybrid creatures, hunting scenes, enslaved figures, amorous encounters, and pederast imagery
all contribute to this grotesque universe, defying natural and logical laws while challenging perceptual boundaries.
“The Man with the Falcon” masterfully employs grotesque elements to construct a fragmented, contradictory world,
reflecting the cultural and social crises of its time. Ultimately, the grotesque in this miniature is not merely an artistic
style but a means of resisting simplistic interpretations and false certainties. It exposes the contradictions of the
surrounding world and invites viewers to embrace ambiguity and polyphony.

Keywords: Co-presence, Geoffrey Galt Harpham, Grotesque, Man whit the Falcon, Mixed painting.



