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Semiotic Analysis of Muslim Women's Social Discourse in the Transformations
of Contemporary lranian Miniature!

Rasoul Parvan?, Mohsen Marasy?

Abstract:
The subject of women in contemporary Iranian miniature has been of interest to
contemporary painters, and the social discourse of Muslim women has influenced its
de‘plctlon. Comparing the themes of contemporary Iranian miniature with the social
roles of women in contemporary Iranian history shows that there are shared concepts in
the social role of women in Islamic culture and the painters' points of view. The spiritual
journey of women, women and the family (the role of mothers and nurturer of the

uman race, fertility and childbearing, and the role of spouse), women's hijab in society,
the role of women in Islamic jihad, and the scientific role of women age topics that have
been formed under the influence of the social discourse of Muslim women in
miniature.This article aims to describe and semiotically analyze the transformations in
the depiction of women's social roles and actions in contempokary lraniansminiature,
and to answer this question: What were the effects of the social ‘discourse of Muslim
women on the visual transformations of contemporary Iranian miniaturg, and how did
it emerge? \
This research first explains the social discourse of Muslimwomen in Iran. Then, it
describes the visual elements of contemporary Iranian miniature with the theme of
women's social role, then analyzes them semiotically, and finally determines the
signifiers of each of these signs or visual elementsmln studying the influence of social
discourses on miniature works, the form and content of these works are examined, and
the quality of their transformations is analyzed through‘a$emiotic approach in creating
symbolic and cryptic visual elements as representations®f Iranian society. This research
Is the explanation of the social discourse of Muslim women's role in the transformations
of contemporary Iranian miniature. This discourse has its roots in Islamic culture, and
has been influenced by Shiite culture in Iran and has influential in various cultural fields,
including contemporary Iranian miniature. Sinceit is impossible to fully understand the
transformations in contemporary miniature or even the tradition of Iranian miniature
without addressing this issue, such research is essential. The research method in this
article is a qualitative research method with a critical-discursive semiotic perspective,
and the technique of data collection/is library study and image analysis.
The results of the researchyindicate that women are not represented as passive or merely
aesthetic subjects; rather, theyiare portrayed as spiritual, moral, scientific, and social
agents in contemporary fanian miniature, and have reconstructed the legitimacy of their
roles within the framework®f Iranian Islamic culture through symbols such as birds,
light, books, natural elements, and ritual scenes. These symbols are articulated through
visual elements or signifiers such as the hoopoe, peacock, fish, pomegranate, apple, and
book in painting. These signifiers are organized into four main axes, including "the
divine essence of women,” "the sacred role of motherhood,” "the scientific activity of
women", and "thegpiritual support of women for the Islamic jihad" in contemporary
Iranian minjature. T he focal point of the effects of the social discourse of Muslim
women onrcontemporary Iranian miniature is the depiction of the status of women in
Iraniandislamic Culture.

Keywords: Contemporary Iranian Miniature, Discourse Analysis, Muslim Woman,
Semiotics, Social Action.
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