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his study investigates the portrait of “Bringing

the Iraj’'s head to Salm and Tor” by Moham-
mad Zaman named after the painters as well as
pioneers and inventors of the Farangi style of paint-
ing in the Safavid period (11 th century AH). This
picture is from Shahnameh of Shah Abbas. This
Shahnameh was depicted during the reign of Shah
Abbas Safavi. This shahnameh is depicted in differ-
ent stylistic forms with two traditional Iranian paint-
ing styles and European painting and illustrating the
evolution of painting. Here we see a different ver-
sion of the story of the murder of Iraj in the narrative
of Ferdowsi and other traditional painters. In this
research, we will find that there are some interest-
ing and interesting concepts in the content of this
work. The purpose is to first describe the difference
between this picture and the image of the murder
of Iraj in earlier versions. Next, interpret the mean-
ing of this difference in the context of historical-
social developments in Safavid Iran By analyzing,
interpreting, and discovering the angles concealed
in the pictorial elements, the meaning of (Iranian)
versus (non-Iranian) is revealed. The hypothesis of
this article is that the difference in the title, content
and space with the text of Shahnameh and other
portraits from this title is due to the cultural develop-
ments of the Safavid era (westerners and cultural
relations with the court and western painters and
painters in to Iran and...) Reflecting the confronta-
tion of Iranian painting with western painting. The
research method is analytical and in order to un-
derstand the visual grammar and it is hidden signs,
we analyze the text-based work and then interpret it
based on the social and cultural context of the work.
Particularly, Persian painting encounter with Euro-

pean style in the eleventh century for the first time.
In this portrait, unlike the Ferdowsi’'s Shahnameh
text (4thand5th century AH), instead of the tragic
and violent image of Iraj’s assassination, the Irani-
an hero emphasizing on his legitimacy, a temporary
and magnificent space has been illustrated in which
Salm and Tor, which represent non-Iranian identity
have been pictured more stable white larger bodies
than Iraj and other people. In this illustration, there
is no indication of the greatness and dignity of Iraj
as described in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Iraj seems
to have had no credibility with Mohammad Zaman,
an Iranian-born painter. Mohammad Zaman has
used the techniques of painting, perspective, expo-
nential volume and shading to illustrate the glory of
these two. Mohammad zaman has been fascinated
by the techniques of the Frenchman as well as by
the use of the elements and motifs of the French-
man. Given the paradigmatic changes in Isfahan in
the eleventh century and the transition from tradi-
tion to modernity, the slaughter of Iraj, the Iranian
hero, at Salm and Tor, can be seen as a metaphor
for the diminishing value of illustration against per-
spectives and other western techniques in the style
of painting. In other words, Iraj’s headless corpse,
the Iranian hero who is kneeling at the magnificent
Salm and Tor shrine, can be concepts and forms of
painting.

Keywords
Shahnameh of Shah Abbas, Mohammad Zaman,
Iranian Identity, non-Iranian Identity, Iraj.
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