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2. Michel Foucault (1926-1984 A.D).
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C alligraphy holds a unique place in Islamic arts
and has been influenced substantially by histori-
cal and social factors from the early centuries up to the
present. An important part of these factors has not been
studied mainly due to the singular, concentrated point of
view prevalent in common approaches to the study of
Islamic calligraphy. A different approach is to not only
take into account the historical evolutions that have tak-
en place, but also to review the dominant discourses on
the calligraphy during different historical periods. One
of the discourses that has dominated the Islamic callig-
raphy, especially from the fourth to the eighth AH centu-
ries (10th-15th A.D), is a scientific-geometric (Sci-Geo)
discourse. The impact of the Sci-Geo discourse is not
limited to Islamic calligraphy, and in fact, has resulted
in a wide-ranging influence on a variety of practical and
theoretical fields. The birth of the Sci-Geo discourse can
be traced back to Islamic translation movement during
which the Greek scientific texts were translated. At the
same time, the writing and publications of the scientific
texts by the Islamic scholars, especially on mathemat-
ics and geometry gave rise to the Sci-Geo discourse. In-
deed, the Sci-Geo discourse was a result of widespread
rationalism and Scientism among the Islamic commu-
nities in the Middle Ages. Therefore, a careful study of
the calligraphy treaties and texts from various fields that
have been produced during that era presents a unique
and distinct opportunity to understand the features of the
Sci-Geo discourse. By reviewing the remaining texts of
scholars of this period, such as encyclopedias and math-
ematical manuals, as well as referring to the opinions of
contemporary Islamic art scholars, it is concluded that
there is a very serious and profound interplay between
mathematical and geometrical sciences with various in-
dustries, crafts, sciences and arts in the Islamic Middle

Ages. In this regard, geometry has been a decisive fac-
tor in the innovations, evolution, and developments that
have taken place in Islamic scripts. Actually, Islamic cal-
ligraphy, synchronous with the scientific development
of the Islamic society, has undergone many scientific
changes the most important of which is the invention of
the “Six scripts” by Ibn Mugla based on the geometric
proportional system in the fourth AH century. This geo-
metric system of the calligraphy, also known as the “pro-
portional script”, was followed by the efforts of other
calligraphers and is considered as a revolutionary step
in the history of Islamic calligraphy. Therefore, in this
investigation, by referring to several authentic and sig-
nificant texts from the prominent scholars of the Middle
Ages, as well as the specialized calligraphy treatises, we
extracted and recognized the features of the Sci-Geo dis-
course in Islamic calligraphy treatises from the fourth to
eighth AH centuries. These features are in distinct con-
trast with the discursive features of the Safavid calligra-
phy treatises. These mystical ideas in the Safavid trea-
tises have been formed in a Sufic discourse in opposition
to the Sci-Geo discourse, which also has a direct impact
on the of Islamic calligraphy until now, in regards to its
creation and interpretation.
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