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Given the importance of the issue of death and
resurrection in the Islamic worldview, the issue
of burial and how to do it in Islam has a special place.
This has made it possible to stay in stone with many
signs and symptoms from various historical periods
in a wide range of geography in Iran. One of the
places where a significant number of stone strata of
the Islamic period have been left is Ahar, which has
made the museums of the city one of the richest
collections of the country’s rock formations. These
gravestones cover the period from the llkhanid to
Qajar period, which were moved to the museum at
the same time as the Pahlavi era and the beginning
of the urbanization of its main places (cemeteries in
the city as well as surrounding villages). The stone
graves, which are decorated with various types of
geometric, vegetarian, human, animal and inscrip-
tion, are associated with the religious beliefs and
beliefs of the people of this region and show direct
evidence of the beliefs of their time. The present
study intends to study the gravestones on the stone
grounds through a symbolic approach through
field studies and library studies. In this regard, an
attempt has been made to answer a fundamental
question in this research: What are the implications
of the Ahar Museum’s astronomical motifs in terms
of themes and symbolism? According to the stud-
ies, the designs on the stone estates of the Ahar
museum were related to the symbolic religious be-
liefs and in some cases, by choosing a narrative
scene, the deceased was depicted in life. The cem-
etery can be seen as the architectural manifestation
of people’s attitude to the phenomenon of death. In
different cultures, there is a different encounter with
the dead, and after Islam, Iran is the place where

the burial of the dead is carried out and the death
and grave, and further, the cemetery is of particular
importance. The construction of the monument in
the Islamic era began as a manifestation of beliefs
and practices related to the protection of the dead,
along with other religious monuments, and pro-
ceeded almost parallel to it. The various methods
of constructing the monuments, structurally influ-
enced by various cultural and material factors, are
in line with the religions and beliefs of the society.
Although the issue of sacred ordinances in Islamic
jurisprudence has different opinions, but the pres-
ence of a large number of these buildings in many
Islamic countries indicates the particular status of
this structure in the Islamic society. In Iran, during
the Islamic period, the tomb buildings dating back
to the fourth century BC, with the advent of various
local dynasties in the east and north of Iran, con-
tinued throughout the subsequent Islamic periods.
The important point in relation to this structure is
the relationship between their structural and deco-
rative features with the deceased person; that is,
ordinary people have a more significant reputation
than simple mantles and prominent people.

Keywords
Symbolism, Gravestons, Decorative Motifs, Con-
cepts of Belief, Abstract Decoration.

* This article is based on a research project, entitled: “The Study of Azarbaijan Islamic Stone Graves Symbol in Islamic Period (Based on the Study of
Ahar Museom Stone Graves)” with code 142, No. 13642, dated 11/01/1396, with the first author and in collaboration with the second and third authors

that it already completed.

**Corresponding Author: Tel/ Fax: (+98-41) 35419713, E-mail: M.kazempour@tabriziau.ac.ir.



