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Kant’s thoughts and his important book on beauty and
aesthetics - Critique of Judgment - should be considered
as one of the most important foundations of subjective
aesthetics. Subjective aesthetics in Kant’s theory
distinguishes fine arts from useful arts by attributing
characteristics such as non-functional, non-conceptual,
and genius-based to fine arts. In this respect subjective
aesthetics laid the theoretical foundations of modern
art - developed in the late nineteenth to the first half
of the twentieth century- in the eighteenth century. In
addition to modernism, which was directly influenced
by subjective aesthetics, this approach also had a great
influence on the art of the second half of the twentieth
century. The main feature of some artistic currents of
that period such as Pop art is based on a critical reaction
to subjective aesthetics. Pop art is a turning point of a
radically different approach to art and the foundations
of the art world. Understanding the characteristics of
Pop art is significantly based on reaction to subjective
aesthetics, and it seems that without subjective aesthetics
we cannot achieve a comprehensive understanding of
the nature of some artistic currents in the second half
of the twentieth century, including Pop art. Lawrence
Alloway is one of the most important theorists of Post-
Modernist art. Alloway initially used the term Pop art
to describe some of the artists’ works in Europe and
America; works that were different in themes and
formal character from fine arts traditionally based on
subjective aesthetics. Opposing modernist elitism and
any transcendental character for art, Lawrence Alloway
sought to achieve a broad definition of culture and art
beyond subjective aesthetics; a definition beyond the
limits of fine arts, referring to all human activities. In
this way, is removed the distinction between fine arts and
useful arts in Kant’s theory. In this article, we seek to
gain a more accurate understanding of the nature of Pop
art by considering Lawrence Alloway’s views - as the
most important theorist of Pop art- and his thinking on
Kantian aesthetics. Finally, Lawrence Alloway’s theory

seems to consider art as functional and communicative
system, in order to both respond to subjective aesthetics
and to offer a different definition of art in general, which
is based on the system of functional communication. On
this basis and regarding Pop art, it can be inferred that
this theory does not agree with qualitative topics and
analyses of art. Because qualitative analysis depends
on subjective aesthetics, it is the opposite of Lawrence
Alloway’s communicative approach to art. From
Lawrence Alloway’s point of view, qualitative values
in art seem to neglect the achievement of a common
and equal field for all in art. For this reason, art as a
communicative medium is considered only as a platform
for providing information to the audience.

Key words
Pop Art, Fine Art, Lawrence Alloway, Subjective
Aesthetics.
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