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Dating back to ancient times, tile-work is of great
significance in the art history of Iran. As a result of attaining
success in making different types, this craft has evolved
dramatically. Luster-glazed tiles of Kashan constitute a
major part of this precious treasure. A great deal of such
tiles offers magnificent display in terms of developing visual
elements and designs, and consequently has attracted art
dilettantes’ attention. Contemporary artistic taste, common
aesthetic principles, diversity of motifs and meticulous
attention to details are indicative of the basic, exceptional
criteria applied in such tiles’ designs. A representation of
visual elements used in the composition of Kashan star-
shaped tiles on the basis of Gestalt theory is the primary
objective of the present essay. Gestalt theorists emphasize
that organisms perceive entire patterns or configurations,
not merely individual components. Gestalt principles,
proximity, similarity, continuity, closure, and connection,
describe how humans perceive visuality in connection with
different objects and environments. These principles are
under a general law, called Pragnanz. The law says that we
tend to experience things as regular, orderly, symmetrical,
and simple. As theorists of this realm believe, it is of several
geometrically possible organizations that one will actually
occur which possesses the best, simplest and most stable
shape. Accordingly, the main questions to be answered in this
essay are as follows: What are the most important principles
in the formation of the designs and motifs in Kashan star-
shaped tiles? What visual features would be considered
on the basis of Gestalt theory in this respect? The results
demonstrate that Iranian tile makers gave serious attention
to structures and beauty of motifs. Choosing a basic frame
is a significant factor in the arrangement of visual elements
of the composition. Such a frame provided artisans with
a limited polygonal composition to execute the designs
and motifs. To execute the desired designs, artists created
organized structures the commonest of which could be
categorized under radial, symmetrical, center-oriented and
active types. The way motifs arranged in the frames was in

order of importance. In most cases studied here, the designs
and their distinctions were done according to contours.
Incidentally, the main motif was placed in the center,
usually in bigger size in comparison to others. The way
other visual elements are designed to emphasize the main
motifs is another point to achieve balance and harmony,
best manifested in the Kashan star-shaped tiles. Generally,
with a view to evaluating the Gestalt laws in the mentioned
tiles, we may claim that achieving the desired quality and
composition in such works has been fulfilled with the
help of a series of factors, including proximity, similarity,
figure-ground, continuity, simplicity, and symmetry, all
contributing to lay emphasis on a certain motif. This fact is
indicative of the total mastery of designers and painters of
the artworks in developing the potentials of visual elements.
Putting all these factors together, we can claim that such
principles would play a pivotal role in the study and
evaluation of Kashan star-shaped tiles’ designs and themes.
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Kashan, Star-shaped Tiles, Visual Principles, Gestalt,
Persian Art.
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