5 Journal of Fine Arts: Visual Arts

Research Article Volume 28, No. 3, Full 2023

Analysis of the Representation of Sea in Realistic Painting
Based on the Concept of the Sublime in Kant’s Philosophy;
Case Study: Selected Works of the 19th Century in Europe and USA”

Fatemeh Noorshahraki' iD, Javad Amin Khandaghi“?iD, Jamal Arabzadeh*iD

! Master of Painting, Department of Painting, Ferdows Higher Education Institute, Mashhad, Iran.
2Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Art and Art Research, Ferdows Institute of Higher Education, Mashhad, Iran.
3 Assistant Professor, Department of Painting, Faculty of Visual Arts, University of Art, Tehran, Iran.

(Received: 13 Feb 2023; Received in revised form: 14 Apr 2023; Accepted: 2 July 2023)

The general concept of representing or imitating nature in
art means that art is nothing but a mimesis of the nature,
the artist recreates what he experiences in the outside world,
i.e., nature, by means of artistic tools. Philosophy may reveal
the broad meaning of nature representation particularly the
sea. The concept of the sublime is one of the most valuable
philosophical topics in the history of aesthetics. The sublime
includes the feeling that is evoked as a result of the lack of
imagination in the understanding of a very large object. Kant
divides the sublime concept into two types: mathematical
and dynamic. A very large object is understood either in
terms of magnitude (size) or power. Mathematical and
dynamic are distinguished depending on the connection
with theoretical or practical reason. Mathematic highness
expresses the fact that the subject of judgment is faced with
vast magnitudes or greatness in time or space. Strength is
superior to great obstacles. If it overcomes the resistance
of something that has power, it is called force. Nature,
considered in the aesthetic sense as a power that has no force
on us, and is a dynamic sublime. Despite the wide range of
research on Immanuel Kant and the concept of sublime, no
research has been presented that focuses on representation
of the sea in the 19th century. Therefore, the present research
examines the concept of the sublime and its types, as well as
the motivation of artists to create works of painting with the
theme. Sea is discussed in the works of realistic paintings of
the 19th century in Europe and America. Focusing on the
concept of sublime this research explores the interpretation
of the representation of sea waves in the above-mentioned
works. The research method is descriptive-analytical and
data collecting is desk-based. By selective sampling, five

works have been selected and analyzed qualitatively. The
results show that the pattern of the representation of sea
is different according to its type. The high and dynamic
matter in the studied works is done through the display
of the power and violence of the sea. The drawing of sea
storms, the overwhelming power of nature over humans,
and sometimes the drawing of metaphysical quality, become
an arena for visual metaphor and symbolic expression of the
artist’s intention. The apprehension caused by the events in
dealing with the wild nature revives a high dynamic feeling
in the subject. Realism is a platform for showing political
issues, as well as nature representation without exaggeration
and far from Romanticism sentimentality.
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3. Aesthetic Perception. 4. The Sublime.
5. Age of Enlightenment.
6. Socrates (¢.470-399 BC).
7. Plato (428/427 or 424/423-348/347 BC).
8. Aristotle (384-322 BC).
9. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804).
10. Copernican Heliocentrism.
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12. Realism.
13. Caspar David Friedrich (1774-1840).
14. Romanticism.
15. Aristophanes (c.446-¢.386 BC).
16. Joseph Addison, (1672-1719).
17. David Hume (1711-1776).
18. Moses Mendelssohn (1729-1786).
19. Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime.
20. Mathematically Ssublime.
21. Dynamically Sublime.
22. Edward Moran, (1829-1901).
23. Gustave Courbet (1819-1877).
24. Winslow Homer (1836-1910).
25. David James (1853-1904).
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