The visual aspects reading of the grotesque body in cinema and theater posters from the
1390s in Iran

Abstract

Grotesque is an artistic and literary form that has appeared in contemporary art since the 16th
century. According to Mikhail Bakhtin, a 20th-century literature theorist, a critical approach is
formed in the official space of society, which is connected with the values and ways of human
social behavior in the contemporary world, and literary, visual, and cultural studies can provide
the basis for planning and understanding the dimensions of artistic life. Bakhtin’s perspective
regarding the Carnival of the Middle Ages led to the creation of a humorous culture within an
informal domain. In the history of literature and art, as well as in cultural and social situations,
classical laws, standards, and proportions have always contrasted withythe grotesque, and any
pre-determined conceptual frameworks are abandoned. According to“Mikhail Bakhtin, a
twentieth-century literature theorist, a critical attitude develops, in the formal space of the
community, which is related to free emancipation and the formation‘ef a new personality. Also,
the grotesque attitude motivates community members to engage in soeial debate*and discuss
issues of form and identity change. Grotesque represents conflict, feam.exaggeration, laughter,
change, or confusion in the creation of artistic or literaryswork. The new appro&t:h toward social
life can be portrayed as a way that everything overpoweting, dry, andsserious is overturned,
flexible, and mocked to adapt to the surroundings and peoplexThe concept of a grotesque body
proposed by Mikhail Bakhtin serves as the theoreticalfoundation for this study. In a grotesque
body, inconsistency, and ambiguity are caused by the'reflectioniof abnormal things in the body
and face, resulting in the abandonment of established standérds in the representation of the
body and face and the body, and deforms them mto somethihg weird yet familiar. The current
research began by asking the question, in Mi]%‘lail Bakhtin's view, how the visual
characteristics of the grotesque body appeared imJranian theater and movie posters in the
1390s. What are the concepts expressediby.the reflection of the grotesque body in 1390s Iranian
theatrical and movie posters? The currentrésearch aims to analyze the visual features of Iranian
theater and movie posters of the 1390s and grotesque features, to convey a novel definition and
concept to provide andeep communieatiofi with the audience. The descriptive research method
includes content analyzing ‘and library\lnformation collecting methods, through note-taking
and image reading. The data ‘analyzing method has been qualitative and sampling has been
goal-oriented. The results of thi&research suggest that the idea of grotesque in modern Iranian
cultural posters refers to'the illustration of a human being in connection with nature and an
inverted lifey expressing “an‘jambiguous element. Also, it covers human disturbances,
transformations, and phebias, which have found a critical and societal function. Individual life
experiences. in “the umiverse, combined with an aesthetic model influenced
by Bakhtin's viewpoint, have resulted in the construction of an indeterminate border in the
works, which ereates the distinguishing element of the grotesque in Iranian theater and film
posters in the,1390s.
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