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Religious Approaches and the Formation of Visual Elements
in Children’s and Teenagers’ Picture Books in the 1950s

Abstract

In the 1350s Iran various picture books with religious themes
were designed and published for children and teenagers. De-
spite their historical value and the rich range of information
they provide about the cultural and social developments of
this era, these works have not received a deserved atten-
tion from researchers. Therefore, in the current research,
an effort was made to examine the visual characteristics of
these works and then determine their relationship with the
religious currents at the time. The main treated question is:
What dominant visual approaches were present in religious
picture books made for children and teenagers in the 50s in
Iran? The second question is: Why different trends emerged
in the visual representation used in religious books made for
children and teenagers during this period? In this regard,
while precisely identifying the visual components of these
works, the recognition of different religious tendencies in this
era was also pursued, and an attempt was made to analyze
the relationships between these two. The aim of the current
research was to understand the visual characteristics of pic-
ture books made for children and teenagers in 1950s Iran
and to find their relationship with various religious tenden-
cies in play in this era. This research is developmental in goal,
qualitative in data analysis, based on library data collection,
and descriptive-analytical in method. The first finding is
that due to the existence of two major religious intellectual
trends at the time, two major visual trends also emerged in
the depictions used in these works. First, a political and rev-
olutionary understanding of religion, which in the 50s led
to the struggle against the government, the beginning of the
movement and the victory of the revolution, and finally the
formation of a new fully religious government. According
to this approach and its revolutionary interpretations of the
Shia religion, books made for children and teenagers were
produced with the main content of some moral dichotomies
such as right versus wrong, depicted through confrontation
and antagonism, and as a result, the main themes and ideas
of a powerful political and social movement was symbolized
in various religious stories. Illustration aligned with this trend
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is characterized by the figurative representation of icons, a
focus on prominent characters, the actualization of historical
events with a commitment to objectivity, images full of move-
ment and dynamics, attention to details, and the depiction
of conflicts and confrontations. On the other hand there is a
spiritual and mystical understanding of religion which focus-
es on the ruling and teaching aspects and individual actions.
Ilustrations aligned with this tendency utilize traditional Is-
lamic cryptographic and ornamental art, characterized by a
lack of association with external form and a tendency toward
absolute abstractionism. This style is typically limited to dec-
orative borders, gilded elements on pages and covers, and the
absence of narrative imagery. The second important result of
the research reveals that other tendencies outside the territory
of the capital and dominant approaches emerged in other cit-
ies—especially religious centers—where artists followed their
own independent visual methods.
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