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of Religion in Murals From the Constitutional Era*

Abstract

The Constitutional Revolution of Iran marked a pivotal era
characterized by profound political, social, and cultural trans-
formations. During this period, significant religious discours-
es emerged, particularly those rooted in Ashura-centric ideol-
ogies. The Shiite clergy played a central role in preserving and
reinterpreting these discourses to adapt to shifting socio-po-
litical contexts. A notable development during this era was the
transition from oral traditions to visual representation, par-
ticularly through murals, which reshaped public perceptions
of religious and social values. In the late Qajar period, murals
became a crucial medium for articulating and disseminating
Shiite serious beliefs and deep religious narratives. Such visual
depictions were not merely artistic expressions but were deep-
ly intertwined with the political dynamics of the time. For
instance, the Islamic Unity discourse promoted by the Jan-
gal Movement was conveyed not only through traditional,
established print media, such as newspapers and manifestos,
but also through murals. These murals functioned as sites for
integrating diverse ideological frameworks and highlighted
the interactions among various religious traditions. Notably,
they showcased the increasing visibility of non-Shiite Islamic
perspectives within predominantly Shiite Ashura narratives,
thereby influencing both religious and political thought. Be-
yond their representational function, these murals symbol-
ized ideological shifts and facilitated new modes of religious
engagement. In northern regions such as Gilan, as well as cul-
tural hubs like Shiraz, Isfahan, and Kermanshah, the gradual
integration of religious symbols across sectarian boundaries
became evident. This phenomenon reflected broader global
trends, such as globalization and the emergence of religious
pluralism, which redefined religious and cultural identities
during the Constitutional Revolution. This study aims to
examine the transformative impact of murals on the medi-
atization of religion and the construction of individual and
collective identities during this critical historical juncture. The
study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, incor-
porating critical content analysis within a qualitative research
paradigm. Data collection methods include photographic
documentation and advanced scanning technologies. The
research concentrates on 20 religious-themed murals from
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the Constitutional Era, selected through purposive sampling
based on their relevance. Data analysis adheres to Fairclough's
three-dimensional framework for critical discourse analy-
sis, highlighting historical, social, and cultural contexts. The
findings reveal that these murals functioned as both social
and ideological acts, embedding religious narratives within
broader socio-political frameworks to shape public percep-
tions and promote societal cohesion. Despite the extensive
scholarship on the Constitutional Revolution, the cultural
and religious dimensions embodied in murals have remained
underexplored. This research underscores the critical role of
these murals as active agents in shaping religious conscious-
ness and identity. By addressing the underexamined domain
of mural-based religious mediatization, this study offers a
nuanced understanding of how visual culture contributed
to the negotiation of national identity and ideological coher-
ence in early 20th-century Iran. This research provides fresh
insights into the intersection of visual media, religion, and
society, highlighting the role of murals in mediating cultural
narratives and fostering ideological unity in a rapidly chang-
ing socio-political landscape. As such, it adds to the broader
discourse on the interplay between media, religion, and iden-
tity in historical contexts, offering valuable perspectives for
scholars in related fields.
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