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F rance and Belgium are the pioneer countries

that are so popular in producing famous and
fabulous bande dessinees and the early works
of these French language countries which illus-
trate the first and basic features of this art format
are those that relate to 20th century. So, the word
“bande dessinee” in this article indicates the 20th
century's bande dessinees. The main question of
this research is “what are the most important visual
resemblances and differences between French and
Belgian works?” Actually, by studying significant as-
pects of some famous and important works of each
country and comparing those with each other, we
achieved to these similarities and differences. As a
matter of fact, French works precede the Belgians
so they are kind of source of inspiration for the
second country. It means that they obey the spe-
cific rules in bande dessinee that at the first time
French artists and writers have decided to choose
and use them in a useful manner in their bande
dessinees. Of course they have their particular as-
pects too and that is the thing that makes a few
differences between these works and the French
ones but the number of similarities is more than the
number of differences. As a result, there have to be
so many similarities between bande dessinees of
these regions and because of that it is very inter-
esting to know that sometimes it is so hard to dis-
tinguish accurately these artworks from each other
and so many times people make a mistake about
the source of them. They think of French works as
Belgians and Belgian works as Frenches and the
true reason relates to what has mentioned above.

It means that Belgium started its activity in making
bande dessinee right after the time that France had
passed this way before and by valuable experienc-
es which have been obtained through the time had
reached to many specific and exclusive features for
its own works and in fact France was the one which
had defined a unique identity for the art format with
its French name bande dessinee in the world and
Belgium was the one which pursued France's way
and reached to the goals. Eventually the Belgian
bande dessinees have improved faster and better
than expected and got more fame and importance
as the country of bande dessinee than French ones.
To put it in a nut shell, Belgian bande dessinees by
troubleshooting the French works had this chance
to learn a lot before starting its own way in writing
and illustrating bande dessinee and of course Bel-
gian artists and writers honestly tried very hard to
get the weaknesses and strengths of this experi-
enced art format according to French bande dess-
inees and also they tried to be so faithful to the
basic and classical principles and rules and finally
they achieved to the goal which is making bande
dessinee a popular and beloved art format in the
all over the world and make themselves well-known
and popular as the country of bande dessinee.

Keywords
Bandes Dessinée, Comic Strip, French Bandes
Dessinée, Belgian Bandes Dessinée.
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