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In children’s literature, the title functions beyond mere la-
beling for identification purposes. Rather, the titling itself
serves a linguocognitive role. Titles are viewed before the
book is opened, thereby able to convey aesthetic signifi-
cance by employing strategic typographic techniques that
visually preview a book’s tonal direction. The intentional
typographic design choice in formatting the title graphi-
cally depicts the relative conceptual space the book will
inhabit. Additionally, the interaction between the formatted
typographic title presentation on the front cover and the
illustrative cover imagery contributes an essential role in
coalescing the intended holistic cover design impression.
This research aims to closely investigate the three-way in-
teraction occurring between “title” (defined here as the lin-
guistic facet encompassing the verbal meaning of the print-
ed title text), “typography” (defined here as the aesthetic
facet encompassing the graphical formatting and styling
of the printed title text) and “cover image” (defined as the
illustrative artwork encompassing the pictorial depiction
on the front book cover) within the conceptual structure
underlying the unified cover design presentation. The re-
search methodology enacted is applied in nature, based
fundamentally in library data collection, and analytical-de-
scriptive in its systematic approach. The target domain un-
der examination focuses exclusively on children’s picture
storybooks classified for age groups “A” and “B,” while
concentrating deliberate analysis specifically on three re-
cently published titles selected expressly for their diversity
exhibited in typographic title formatting and styling choic-
es implemented: The Big Question (Erlbruch, 2009), Wise
Honey (Piumini, 2015), and Sun Detective (Bahari, 2017).
Unlike former studies pursuing a one-dimensional correla-
tion between title and cover image, this research proposes
a two-dimensional identity operating within the functional
book title itself. It explores the complex three-way interac-

tion by closely examining how the linguistic reading as-
pect, aesthetic/graphical typographic aspect, and illustra-
tive cover image aspect relationally interconnect across all
three domains through a conceptual triangular dialogue.
The book title, like any other written sign, has both a visual
and a reader-oriented aspect. This research demonstrates
that these two aspects not only individually interact with
the cover image but also have internal interactions with
each other. Factors such as font size, color, thickness, and
font type (visual aspect) can internally interact with the lin-
guistic meaning of the title (reader-oriented aspect). Thus,
the cover design results from the triangular relationship of
the "reader-oriented aspect of the title," the "visual or typo-
graphic aspect of the title," and the "cover image." This tri-
angular relationship initiates with a dual interaction, such
as decoding based on the internal interaction of the title
(reader-oriented and visual interactions) and subsequently
using the decoded information as an introduction for deci-
phering the codes of the cover image. The diversity in vi-
sual structures and themes of each artistic work continues
to revolve around a central theme. In each interaction, the
main visual structures engage in semantic and interpreta-
tive interaction, followed by the sequential interaction of
typography,"
and "cover image." The increasing prevalence and diver-

nmn

other visual elements in the triad of "title,

sification of daily Persian typographic interfaces make the
necessity of research in this regard undeniable.
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1. Title. 2. Typography.

3. Typeface. 4. Typogrpher.

5. The Big Question (by Wolf Erlbruch, Trans. from the
French by Michael Reynols) Fr: La Grande Question.

6. 11 Succo Della Sapienza.[Italian] (by Roberto Piumini; Illus.
By Boffa, A.). En: The Juice of Wisdom.

7. Leo Hoek.

9. Gerard Genette.

11. Paratexts.

8. Pour une Sémiotique du Titre.
10. Seuil.

12. Paratexts: Thresholds of Interpretation.
13. M. B. Franklin. 14. H. Ledera.

15. Sh. Silverstein. 16. G. Genette.
17. Jerrold Levinson. 18. Virgil Aldrich.
19. Charles Grivel. 20. Subtitle.

21. Lay out. 22. Anchor.
23. Close up.
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