99 Journal of Fine Arts: Visual Arts

Research Article

Volume 29, No. 2, Summer 2024

Explaining the Relationship between Pop Art and Pragmatism

Abstract

One of the most important features of Pop Art is its critical ap-
proach to idealistic aesthetics. In addition to this characteristic,
one can find other characteristics in Pop Art that show the rela-
tionship between Pop Art and the philosophical school of prag-
matism. Pragmatism, as a philosophical school, takes a critical
approach to the philosophy of idealism. Pragmatism looks for
the practical consequences of affairs and establishes evaluation
criteria dependent on these results. According to the followers
of this approach, a proposition is true if it can be considered valid
in the context of a practical effect. In other words, the meaning
of a proposition should be sought in its practical consequences.
The philosophers of pragmatism, like the idealists, were not in-
different to the theory of art and beauty; John Dewey was one of
the most important philosophers of this school. His book Art as
Experience proposes pragmatic features in the theory of art. Ac-
cording to these features, pragmatism can be considered one of
the trends influencing art in the second half of the 20th century.
At the same time, Pop Art, as one of the important artistic cur-
rents in the second half of the 20th century, seems to have a sig-
nificant relationship with the philosophical school of pragmatism.
An accurate understanding of Pop Art depends on the detailed
evaluation of its pragmatist characteristics. In its main purpose,
the current research seeks to identify and analyze this relation-
ship. Therefore, the questions addressed by the current research
can be stated as the followings: - In addition to its critical opposi-
tion to idealist aesthetics, what pragmatic qualities does Pop Art
contain, and what kinds of thought and philosophical foundations
underpin this pragmatic quality? - How can the processes of ide-
ation, topic selection, execution, and presentation in Pop works
be understood in relation to the philosophical school of pragma-
tism? - What changes in valuation and critical judgment result
when idealist aesthetics give way to a kind of public aesthetics?
With these questions in mind, the necessary data have been col-
lected through documentary methods and written sources which
have been analyzed qualitatively. Based on the obtained results,
we can conclude that Pop Art is influenced by the philosophy
of pragmatism in addition to the critical approach to idealistic
aesthetics. In addition to the theoretical foundations of the Pop
movement, pragmatism also influences the process of ideation,
the choice of topic and content, formal qualities, and performance

of the works. In the context of the execution of the works, the
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use of techniques borrowed from commercial printing or what
was introduced under the general title of "process abbreviation"
expresses a pragmatic quality. The Pop movement influenced by
pragmatism gives art a practical character and considers it a me-
dium of communication. In addition, according to pragmatism's
approach to art, Pop Art can be said to have a dialogue-oriented
characteristic, so it cannot be evaluated by mere aesthetic criteria.
Therefore, it can be acknowledged that in art criticism, valuation

and judgment become relativistic and descriptive criticism.
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30. Artforum.
31. Didactic Art.
32. Fine Art-Pop Art Continuum.
33. Judicial.
34. Aspiration towards “Authoritative Standing”.
35. Judgmental.
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Alloway, Lawrence (1958). The Arts and the Mass Media. Ar-
chitectural Design, No. 28.
Alloway, Lawrence (1969). Popular Culture and Pop Art. pub-
lished by: Studio International.
Alloway, Lawrence (1974). American Pop Art. Published:
Macmillan Pub Co.
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1. Lawrence Alloway (1926- 1990).
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4. Pragmatism.

5. see: Rose, Barbara (1988). Autocritique, Essays on Art and
Anti-Art 1963-1987; Published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson, New
York. P, 229-244.

6. Clement Greenberg (1909- 1994).

7. William James (1842-1910).

8. Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1914).

9. John Dewey (1859-1952).

10. Realist Conception of Reality.
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